
10 Tips for Teaching Online
Grades 9-12: Sessions 1 and 3
In one form or another, online education at the secondary level is here to stay.
Teaching online is challenging, and it can be a great deal of work. In this presentation, 
hear 10 tips for teaching online and then spend time in discussion with your peers about 
online pedagogy. 
Presenter: Lauren Hays, Ph.D (Assistant Professor) - Educational Technology Department of 
Educational Technology and Library Science University of Central Missouri

A Place of Their Own: Creative Emotionally Safe and 
Inclusive Learning Spaces in the Secondary Classroom
Grades 6-12: Sessions 1 and 3
In an uncertain world, the state of education has left students and teachers scrambling to 
discern what 21st century learning spaces should look and feel like, in order to provide the 
necessary physical and emotional climate necessary to create a sense of safety for all. This 
session will propose ideas for utilizing: student voice, inclusivity in design-thinking principles, 
project and problem-based learning, student-led classrooms and other strategies that hand 
the power of learning back over to the students, helps them create spaces in which they are 
comfortable and engage in questioning and learning. A panel of students will provide stories 
and examples of their experiences with such environments and be open for questions about 
how we can all work to improve the learning culture and climate we provide in our classrooms. 
Presenters: Sarah E. Larson, EdD and Theresa Robertson, Platte City Middle School
Project Lead the Way

How to Organize and Execute an Interactive Family STEM Night
Grades K-8: Sessions 1 and 4
Do your school families know what STEM experiences their students are engaged in? Do parents 
look at you with a strange look when you say STEM? Come learn about how to organize and 
execute an interactive family STEM night at your school! You don’t need much to get started 
(really, just a bunch of cardboard and duct tape will get everyone engaged)! Tell the story of the 
wonderful learning happening in your classrooms by involving families and students together!  
It’s a great venue for involving school families and building community around STEM learning. 
We’ll go over the do’s and a lot of the don’ts and provide community resources to get you 
started.  

Presenters: Joe Park (Instructional Technology Coordinator), Julie Gardner (K-4 STEM+ Teacher), Cathy Mulligan 
(5th-8th STEM+ Teacher) - St. Therese North Catholic School
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From Consumers to Producers 
(Moving From Just Substituting to the Transformation of Technology)
Grades 1-12: Sessions 2 and 4
Attendees will collaboratively brainstorm ways to remove the notion of substitution and open 
the door to transformation of technology in the classroom through a variety of technology tools 
and apps that they may utilize every day in their classroom.  Attendees will explore ways to give 
students ownership through the integration of technology.

• How can my lesson be improved using technology?
• How can I engage and empower students through technology?
• How can online learning more closely resemble authentic, real-world learning?
• Are we being consumers or producers?

Presenters: Shaunita Galloway (Instructional Coach), Theresa Love (Instructional Coach) -
Shawnee Mission School District

Flipping the Script on Childhood Meltdowns
Grades K-12: Session 3
Educators increasingly comment on the students who disrupt the learning of the classroom by 
melting down with the use of physical and verbal aggression. This seminar will focus on a three-
prong approach to “flipping the script” on these meltdowns. We will discuss what educators 
can do proactively prior to  meltdowns, what adults should do during a meltdown, and what 
should happen in the classroom after a meltdown. Dr. Riffel will share her Triple “R” Strategy for 
changing any behavior which includes:

• Revising the Environment to set the student up for success

• Replacing the Behavior by explicitly teaching the desired behavior

• Reframing the Response so we are feeding the replacement behavior and extinguishing  
          the targeted behavior
Presenter: Laura A. Riffel, Ph. D. - Behavior Doctor Seminars

Super Structures:  Can We Build It?
Grades 1-6: Session 1
Art is awesome!  Inspire creativity and motivate the imaginative process with confidence. It’s 
amazing to see what can be made with simple materials. Encourage students to realize they are 
all artists! There will be an opportunity for hands-on art exploration during this session time.

Presenter: Dave Smythe - Mad Scientist
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Nourish Creativity
Grades K-6: Session 2
Art is Awesome!  Inspire creativity and motivate the imaginative process with confidence. It’s 
amazing to see what can be made with simple materials. Encourage students to realize they are all 
artists! There will be an opportunity for hands-on art exploration during this session time.

Presenters: Cheryl Williams (Kaleidoscope Experience Supervisor), Kathy Ragan (HVC/K Visitor Services Coordinator)

Following a Spark: Design Partnerships for Teaching and Learning
Grades K-5: Sessions 3 and 4
In this session, we will explore co-design practices developed between an educational media 
designer and classroom teacher, both of whom embrace following and responding to sparks that 
come from children’s interests. Over several years, the duo has collaborated on a variety of projects 
to engage kids in interdisciplinary learning using technology and media. Through a look at prior 
work and new projects in development, we will explore our shared commitment to supporting 
interest-driven learning, arts integration, and storytelling, as well as our aims to foster students’ 
active inquiry, critical thinking, collaboration, and strong research skills across our projects. 

Presenters: Anna Jordan-Douglass, PhD (Founder & Chief Creative Officer, Makefully), Carly Bogaards (Library Media 

Specialist, Liberty Oaks Elementary)

Assistive Technology
Grades K-12: Session 2
Where do you start? How can teachers support students that may have a wide variety of challenges 
(vision, hearing, mobility, neurodiversity, or mental health) that impact their learning? We’ll cover 
basic resources and ideas that every teacher can consider at little to no cost.

Presenter: Dr. Odin Jurkowski Professor (Educational Technology Department of Educational Technology and Library 
Science) - University of Central Missouri

What Do You Value?
All K-12 Teachers - Sessions 2 and 4
What do you value?  Knowing the answer to this question is more important than ever before.  In 
recent years, many of us have made life choices based on our values which impact the way we live 
and work.  Using fun, interactive tools, this experiential session will provide you an opportunity to:

• Assess what matters most to you
• Identify your most sacred value
• Create a plan to live and work more in alignment with your values

Presenter: Karen Talken
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